Amendments To The Specification 

1 . On page 1 , after the title, add the following new section. 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
This application is a continuation of application serial no. 09/713.100 filed 
November 14. 2000 titled Apparatus and Method to Handle Power Supply Failures 
for a Peripheral Device, 

2. Substitute the following amended Abstract for the original Abstract. 

A m e thod and apparatus to hand le pow e r supp l y fai l ur e s to a por i phoral 
d e vice in a data proc e ss i ng syst e m. On e e mbod i m e nt of th e i nv e ntion i nvo l v e s a 
m e thod to handl e a pow e r fa i lure dur i ng th e p e rformanc e of a task, whoro i n tho 
p e riph e ra l dov i co roco i ves e l ectrica l powor from a powor supply, and the periph e ral 
device i s part of a data proc e ss i ng system that a lso conta i ns a non vo l at i le m e mory. 
Tho method i nc l udes mon i tor i ng tho powor supp l y to dotormino whether tho 
ele ctr i ca l pow e r is going from "on" to "off," or going from "ofT' to "on." I f th e e l e ctr i cal 
pow e r is go i ng from "on" to "off," the method inc l ud e s e xam i n i ng a task qu e u e for th e 
p e r i ph e ra l d e v i c e to f i nd at le ast on e task; calcu l at i ng th e amount of electr i ca l e n e rgy 
r e qu i r e d for th e task; p e rform i ng th e task i f suffici e nt el e ctrical e n e rgy r e ma i ns 
ava il abl e to th e peripheral devic e to complet e th e task; and storing data d e scr i b i ng 
th e task in a task queu e i n th e non - volat ile m e mory i f insuffic ie nt el e ctrical e nergy 
r e ma i ns a va ila b le to th e p e riph e ra l d e v i c e to comp le t e th e r e ma i n i ng task. A s e cond 
e mbodim e nt of th e i nv e nt i on invo l v e s a data proc e ss i ng syst e m that hand le s pow e r 
fa i lur e s. Th e One embodiment of the invention is directed to a data processing 
system that includes an electrical detection circuit to determine whether the electrical 
power is going from "on" to "off," or changing from "off" to "on;" a peripheral device, 
including a processor to calculate the amount of electrical energy required for the 
peripheral device to perform a task; a task queue for the peripheral device that can 
be read to find a task if the electrical power is going from "on" to "off;" and a non- 
volatile memory, including a task queue to store data describing the task if 
insufficient electrical energy remains available to the peripheral device to complete 
the task. 
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1 .(currently amended) A method to handle power failures during the 
performance of a task by a peripheral device, wherein said peripheral device 
receives electrical power with an "on" state and an "off" state from a power supply, 
and said peripheral device is part of a data processing system which also contains a 
non-volatile memory, said method comprising: 

monitoring said power supply to determine whether said electrical power is 
changing from said "on" state to said "ofF' state, or changing from said "ofT' state to 
said "on" state; and 

if it is determined that said electrical power is changing from said "on" state to 
said "ofT' state, 

examining a first task queue for said peripheral device to find at least 
one task for said peripheral device placed in said first task queue before it is 
determined that said electrical power is changing from said "on" state to said 
"off' state.T 

calculating the amount of electrical energy required for said at least 
one task^T 

performing said at least one task if sufficient electrical energy remains 
available to said peripheral device to complete said at least one task^i and 

storing data describing said task in a second task queue in said non- 
volatile memory if insufficient electrical energy remains available to said 
peripheral device to complete said at least one task. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

searching in said second task queue in said non-volatile memory for at least 
one stored task if it is determined that said electrical power is changing from said 
"ofT* state to said "on" state; and 

if said at least one stored task is in said second task queue, 

starting said peripheral device, retrieving said at least one stored task 
from said second task queue, and 

performing said at least one stored task with said peripheral device. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2, further comprising starting said peripheral 

device if there is no stored task in said second task queue. 
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